~“Go-be'gay/for, thatspoor dead intern’
-Conversion Fantasies and
& Gay Anxieties in Supernatural
2 Darren Elliott-Smith

Academic writing about Supernatural’s appeal to queer spectators has largely f',:

dwelled on the cult series’ Gothic milieu and mise-en-scéne. Further L

still, its knowing treatment of the homoerotic relationship between its

two attractive male leads, the demon-hunting Winchester brothers Sam

.

and Dean, clearly offers up their fraternal love for queer appropriation

and fantasy. It remains to be seen whether such fantasies operate to
| subvert the show’s (clearly problematic) presentation of heteronorma-
tive (heterosexual, monogamous, procreative) ideology. Most critical

»1

analysis of Supernatural’s “queerness” seems to focus upon Sam and
Dean in particular and the scenes in which their traditional hetero-
sexual masculinity is questioned, queered, and marginalized. A more
informed understanding of the show’s appeal for gay male spectators
might be served by studying the show’s representation of explicit gay
male characters, specifically gay intern Corbett in “Ghostfacers” (3.13)
and gay Supernatural superfans Damien and Barnes from “The Real
Ghostbusters” (5.9). [ will argue that the show’s overriding appeal for
gay men lies in a disidentification® with the show’s hypermasculine

protagonists, revealing a simultaneous desire to be with (to bed) and
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