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The writer creates a script, sometimes just from notes, 
or sometimes from rough sketches of the page called 
thumbnails.  
 
This thumbnail for Big Nemo shows that Alan Moore 
planned his page out as a traditional comic page, even 
though he knew he wanted the panels of it to only be 
visible one at a time.  
 
Below, we can see Moore’s script for the first two panels 
which features directions for the artist, as well as sound 
directions, and also what transitions there might be for 
the balloons and captions.  
 
All the writers had to make the choice of what to direct 
and what not to. They mostly put in a ‘wishlist’ which 
they were happy to see pared down, as the practicalities 
of those things were weighed against the time frame of 
the project.  

PANEL 1. 
In the blackness, we have SOUND F.X. of gentle snoring and whistling, bedroom ambience. 
After a second or two, the first caption appears up towards the top left corner of the top quarter-page 
space on the screen. The caption is reversed-out white on black, and is in a suitably fancy 1920s font. 
CAPTION: NEW YORK, 1929. 
  
PANEL 2. 
After a moment, the caption fades from sight. On the SOUND F.X. we have the snoring and whistling 
suddenly cease in the sound of a child falling out of bed and clattering to the floor. 
Then, in the lower left quarter of the bottom panel-space, we have a standard small black and white line 
image of McKay’s Little Nemo having just fallen out of his bed, which we see the top part of directly 
behind him. He sits on the floor beside the bed, rubbing his tousled head and looking surprised. After a 
second, his word balloon appears. 
 
NEMO   : OH, MAMA, HELP! THAT WAS A BAD DREAM FOR SURE 



 
This is artist Colleen Doran’s thumbnail sketch 
based on the script.  

 

 
This is her pencilled page with the first ink on top 

. 

The completed page of inked art. 
 

 

The flat colour stage, where elements of the page 
are separated out for colouring. 

 



The ‘coloured’ art, which in this case was a 
deliberately greyscale page. 

  

The final page, with lettering layer over it, which can 
be put into the build, panel at a time. 
 

  

The first build of the app shows the first proposed cover for Nemo.  

 



 

 



The work done on the information page helped unify the look of the whole app, as well as making it 
easier to use.  

 

 

  



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Academic outcomes 
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Beta Testing Results  
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Accelerometer

  
A hardware chip designed to detect movement 

Ambient 

Sound  

A constant background soundscape used to give a digital comic its own 

ambience.  

App   
The application that fetches the content from the server to display on the 

device.  

Balloon           
Used for dialogue with the shape, colour and layout, font adding to whole 

page.  

Canvas  
A single large area, across which all the panels of a story are laid out. A big 

Page. 

Caption A box where the writer can put narration, reported speech, or date/time info. 

Choose Your 

Own 

Adventure 

A story where there are choice points, and the reader decides which way to 

go, and so what story they read. See Multi-Cursal Story. 

Colourist 
The artist who colours the inked pages and often also applies shading, 

lighting, textures, special  effects such as glowing, blurring etc. Sometimes 

artists colour their own artwork, but commonly the job is divided up. 

Column 
A vertical stack of panels. A dense comic might have three or more per 

page. 

Comic  
A sequential narrative using pictures and words, but also animation, sound, 

links.  

Creator Tool 
The software that allows the public to put their art in, and get a file readable 

in the app.  



Delivery 
The way your digital comic will be read. See Panel Delivery, Side Scrolling, 

Infinite Canvas, Motion comic. 

Digital Native

  

A comic produced specifically for a digital device, that would not work in 

paper form.  

Ecosystem 
The complete set of softwares that allow you to make read and publish a 

digital comic. 

Graphic Novel A purpose written book, consisting of one long story, in comic form. 

Guided View A digital comic which takes you through the panels in a set way. 

 HTML5   Hypertext Markup Language, the core standard of the web.  

Infinite Canvas 
A digital page or canvas, with no visible edges. As large as you want it to 

be. Can be used to tell stories of any size or length or scope. 

Inker 
The artist who draws over the pencil lines to refine and finish the page. A lot 

of times, an artist will both pencil and ink, but for many reasons the jobs can 

be divided. 

iOS  Apple operating system for phones and tablets 

Issue 
An episode of a longer story, or a collection of smaller stories in an 

anthology. 

JavaScript  A scripting language used in web pages 

Java Script 

Library 

The collection of pieces of code that perform specific functions within a 

comic.  

Layout The arrangement of panels on a page of comic. 

Mini series A short story told over a few issues, maybe three or four. 



Motion Comic 
A digital comic which features animation to progress the story from one 

panel or page to another. 

Multi- Cursal 

Story 

A story with more than one strand to its story. There is more than one way 

to progress through the story. 

One shot A single issue standalone story where no other comics need to be read. 

Ongoing 

Series 
A long running series where no specific endpoint is defined. 

Orientation Whether a comic is landscape/horizontal, or portrait/vertical 

Page A group of panels, which then is replaced by a new group of panels.  

Panel 
A single image of whatever size, which you read in sequence with other 

panels.  

Panel Delivery A digital comic read panel at a time, as they appear on screen. 

Parallax 
The slight movement of layers of a scene when the reader scrolls past them 

to give a sensation of depth. 

Penciller The artist who draws the pages out in pencil, from the script. 

Platform  
1. The OS you are building your software in, eg: Windows/iOS  

2. The website and app with which you and your audience can share 

content. 

Scene  
A collection of panels or pages that comprise a single piece of action within 

the story. 

Script 

The document a writer produces to tell the artist what to draw. Artists who 

write their own stories sometimes write themselves a script to block out the 

pages and dialogue before they draw.  Scripts can be brief (Marvel Style) or 

really (Full Script). 



Series A story told over a number of issues. 

Side Scrolling A comic that scrolls horizontally, like a tracking shot in film. 

Spot FX  
A sound or lettered effect that happens when something happens in the 

story: POW! 

Spread Two facing pages of a print comic. Hard to achieve in digital. 

Step 
An event. A panel, or an element that changes, or a balloon, an animation 

etc. 

Tier A horizontal row of panels, or a single wide panel. 

Toolkit  A collection of pieces of software, which can be used together.   

Trade 

Paperback 

A soft cover, long-form comic book.  Sometimes this could be a Graphic 

Novel, or a collected series. Some, like Watchmen, are both. 

Transition  How you get from one step to the next. Cinematic cuts, hyperlink hotspots. 

Turn over 
The transition, in paper from one page to the next, used for reveals and 

change of scene. This is more complex in digital.  

  



Team Members  

Alan Moore 
Director/Writer (Big Nemo): Orphans of The 

Storm 

Mitch Jenkins Director/Producer: Orphans of The Storm 

Peter Coogan: Director/Producer: Orphans of The Storm 

Leah Moore  
Project Manager/Editor/Writer (Sway): 

Orphans of The Storm 

Alison Gazzard 
Lead Research/Lecturer: UCL Institute of 

Education 

Daniel Merlin 

Goodbrey 
Lecturer: University of Hertfordshire  

Ed Moore  Director: Ocasta Studios 

Ben Collier Director: Ocasta Studios 

Martin Higham Director: Ocasta Studios 

Steve Liddell Director: Ocasta Studios 

Sean Gannon Designer: Ocasta Studios 

Giulia Alfonsi Web Developer Ocasta Studios 

Tendai Moffat iOS Developer: Ocasta Studios 

http://www.mitchjenkins.com/
https://uk.linkedin.com/pub/pete-coogan/8/684/9a2
https://twitter.com/leahmoore
http://www.ioe.ac.uk/staff/90517.html
http://e-merl.com/
http://e-merl.com/
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https://ocastastudios.com/
https://ocastastudios.com/
https://ocastastudios.com/


Adam Yeats Digital Producer: Ocasta Studios 

Will Oates Digital Producer: Ocasta Studios 

Todd Klein 

Logo Design: Electricomics, Electricosmos, 

Red Horse, Sway, Cabaret Amygdala 

Presents, Big Nemo, and Electricomics ‘E’ 

device.  

John Reppion 
Writer: Sway, also full time childcare for the 

year it took Leah Moore to finish the project.  

Peter Hogan 
Writer: Cabaret Amygdala Presents -- Second 

Sight 

Garth Ennis Writer: Red Horse 

Colleen Doran Artist: Big Nemo, Muse of Electricomics 

Nicola Scott Artist: Sway 

Paul Davidson 
Artist: Cabaret Amygdala Presents -- Second 

Sight 

Frank Victoria Artist: Red Horse 

Jose Villarrubia 
Colourist: Big Nemo, Cabaret Amygdala 

Presents -- Second Sight, Sway 

Simon Bowland 
Letterer: Sway, Cabaret Amygdala Presents -- 

Second Sight 

Erica Schultz Letterer: Big Nemo, Red Horse 

https://ocastastudios.com/
https://ocastastudios.com/
http://kleinletters.com/
https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_images/524292344984518657/DIJUFa-i.jpeg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Hogan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garth_Ennis
http://www.colleendoran.com/
https://twitter.com/nicolascottart
http://krakenart.deviantart.com/art/The-Art-of-Paul-Davidson-208334935
http://frankvictoria-lepicte.blogspot.com/
https://www.mica.edu/About_MICA/People/Faculty/Faculty_List_by_Last_Name/Jose_A_Villarrubia.html
https://twitter.com/simonbowland
https://twitter.com/ericaschultz42


Andy Bloor Design and art preparation.  

Craig Scheuer Art Preparation, colour flatting. 

Tony Gibson 
Soundscapes: Red Horse, Big Nemo, Cabaret 

Amygdala Presents -- Second Sight 

  

Deepest Heartfelt 

Thanks To... 
 

Kristy Quinn  for advice, and recommendations.  

Friends of Delapre 

Abbey  

for the use of their beautiful Abbey, and 

excellent cakes.  

Tamsyn Payne and 

NN Cafe  
for their fantastic space and delicious lunch.  

Lisa Wood and the 

whole team at 

Thought Bubble 

Comics Festival 

Leeds  

for their support.  

Hannah Means 

Shannon and  

Bleeding Cool.com  

for her coverage, and support.  

Chris Thompson at 

www.popculturehoun

d.net  

for his coverage and support.  

John Aggs  for their invaluable input on the creator tool, 

http://andrewbloor.blogspot.com/
http://foda2014.wix.com/fodatestvp
http://foda2014.wix.com/fodatestvp
http://www.nncontemporaryart.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/IMG_7149-930x340.jpg
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Sean Azzopardi  

Nicola Streeten  

Karen Reubins  

James Wysdom  

Neill Cameron 

Asher J Klasson 

Douglas Noble  

Dan Hartwell   

Liat Clark and Wired 

Magazine  

for their support, and all the young participants 

of our comics workshop at the Wired: Next 

Gen event.  

The staff and 

students of The 

University of 

Hertfordshire  

Who let us borrow Daniel Merlin Goodbrey, 

and then took part in our creator tool 

workshop, and user tested our App.  

UCL Institute of 

Education 

Who let us borrow Alison Gazzard, let us use 

their rooms for our User testing session, and 

whom we may still owe money for the milk 

kitty.  

Everyone who Beta 

tested, and User 

Tested for us. 

For user testing our app even when it was 

broken.   

Nesta:  

Emma Quinn 

Tandi Williams 

For their support, guidance, unending patience 

and good humour in tace of schedule slippage 

of epic proportions.  

http://sean-azzopardi.com/
http://www.streetenillustration.com/
http://karenrubins.com/
http://www.neillcameron.com/
http://www.wired.com/
http://www.wired.com/
http://www.herts.ac.uk/
http://www.herts.ac.uk/
http://www.herts.ac.uk/
http://www.ioe.ac.uk/
http://www.ioe.ac.uk/
http://www.nesta.org.uk/


Clara Mcmenamin 

Rohan Gunatillake  

Joe Brown 
For being the internet when we needed him to 

be.  

Russell Willis at 

Sequential, and Liam 

Sharp at Madefire  

For offering help and support throughout, and 

being the most gentlemanly digital comics 

innovators around.  

Everyone who bought a booklet or badges from us, or followed us on 

Twitter or Facebook or came to our panels, or emailed us, or offered 

support right back when we announced. Everybody who interviewed 

us, or reblogged us, or mentioned us, and helped to spread the word. 

We appreciate all of it. Thank you folks.  

 

 

http://www.sequential.cc/
http://www.madefire.com/
http://orphansofthestorm.bigcartel.com/product/limited-edition-signed-electricomics-booklet
https://twitter.com/electricomics
https://www.facebook.com/Electricomics

