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How open is the UK?

UK2,3

2014 – 20%
2016 – 37%*

Global3
2016 – 25%

*over half can be read online for free, one 
year after publication (Green OA).



What isn’t Open Access?







Paywall

The Business of Scholarship



Publishers continue to profit

• Profits grew 3% to €982 million.
• Revenues grew 2% to €2.6 billion, giving 

an adjusted operating margin of 37.2%

Elsevier 2019 figures



What is Open Access?



APC sometimes paid

Gold & Green Open Access



Green Open Access

Possible embargo

‘Request a copy’



Gold Open Access

• Published PDF freely available and 
reusable

• Article Processing Charge (APC) often 
expected

• Hybrid vs Pure

• Funding:
Research funders
 Institutional funds
Transformative Agreements



Why is Open Access important?
How can it benefit you?



Benefits of Open Access



Publishers’ response to COVID



Open Access Citation Advantage



Citation Advantage

• 70 studies 

• 2004-2015

• 2/3 found clear evidence of an OA citation 
advantage

Sparc Europe Open Access Citation Advantage Service (OACA)



Open Access citation advantage

• “The OA citation advantage is confirmed, and the OA advantage is also applicable when 
extending the comparing from citation to article views and social media attention.”

Wang, X., Liu, C., Mao, W., & Fang, Z. (2015). The open access advantage considering citation, article usage and social media attention. 
Scientometrics, 103(2), 555-564. doi:10.1007/s11192-015-1547-0  // https://arxiv.org/ftp/arxiv/papers/1503/1503.05702.pdf

• “This study…shows that an open access citation advantage as high as 19% exists, even when 
articles are embargoed during some or all of their prime citation years.”

Ottaviani, J. (2016). The post-embargo open access citation advantage: It exists (probably), its modest (usually), and the rich get richer (of 
course). PLoS ONE, 11(8) doi: https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0159614

Further research

https://arxiv.org/ftp/arxiv/papers/1503/1503.05702.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0159614


Open Access citation advantage
UH Publications 2014-2018



Open Access citation advantage
UH Publications 2014-2018 – OA vs Non-OA



Open Access citation advantage
UH Publications 2014-2018 – Green OA vs Non-OA



Publishers and the Open Access citation advantage
Springer Nature



Publishers and the Open Access citation advantage
Association for Computing Machinery

“As other publishers have found, our 
data is relatively clear that when an 
article is published on an open 
access basis it receives significantly 
more usage and citations, in other 
words ‘impact.’”



How to publish Open Access



Preprints



The rise of preprint servers



Preprints
Submitting your work



Preprints
Publisher engagement



Preprints
Publisher engagement



Preprints
Publisher engagement



ChemRxiv





Altmetric Top 100



Altmetric Top 100
Preprint at No.1



Altmetric
Measures of visibility



How open is your journal?
SherpaRomeo



How open is your journal?
SherpaRomeo



Green OA 
Deposit to institutional repository



Benefits of institutional repository deposit
External indexing



Benefits of institutional repository deposit



Gold Open Access
Beware predatory journals



Where to publish?
Beware unsolicited invitations to publish



Gold Open Access
Licensing

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/


Gold Open Access
Funding

• Funders:
• UKRI block grant

• Institutional funding

• Transformative agreements

• Waivers



Research Funders
Policy and Practice



Plan S

• Launches 2021
• Gold or Green but always immediate OA 

with CC-BY*
• No hybrid – except where transformative 

agreement in place
• Authors/institutions retain copyright

*some exceptions



Open Data



Open Data

"data release and sharing [is] an excellent way of instilling public trust in ever more complex 
research." 
Vicki Thomson, Chief Executive, Group of Eight [Australia’s leading research-intensive universities]
https://bit.ly/34JK2TT

Why?

"If we're going to wait five years for data to be released, the Arctic is going to be a completely 
different place." 

Mark Parsons, National Snow and Ice Data Center, University of Colorado in Boulder
https://doi.org/10.1038/461160a

https://bit.ly/34JK2TT
https://doi.org/10.1038/461160a


Make your data FAIR



Open Data
Choosing your licence

http://www.dcc.ac.uk/webfm_send/1735
https://ufal.github.io/public-license-selector/


Open Data

Where data is available:

“Data supporting this publication can be obtained from 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1218933 under a Creative 
Commons Attribution license (CC-BY).”

Where data sharing needs to be approved:

“Supporting data are available, subject to a non-disclosure 
agreement. For access please contact 
Team/Department/ResearchGroup@herts.ac.uk in the first 
instance.”

Where no new data has been generated: 

“No new data was collected or generated during the 
course of research.”

Licensing and data access statements

https://herts365.sharepoint.com/sites/UHResearch/SitePages/Data-Access.aspx

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1218933
mailto:rdm-enquiries@herts.ac.uk
https://herts365.sharepoint.com/sites/UHResearch/SitePages/Data-Access.aspx


Open Data and Citations

• “Publicly available data was significantly (p = 0.006) associated with a 69% increase in 
citations…” 1

• “Papers with publicly available microarray data received more citations than similar 
papers that did not make their data available…” 2

• “We also find that articles with these statements… can have up to 25.36% higher 
citation impact on average.” 3

1. Piwowar, H. A., Day, R. S., & Fridsma, D. B. (2007). Sharing detailed research data is associated with increased citation rate. PLoS ONE, 2(3) doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0000308 

2. Piwowar, H. A., & Vision, T. J. (2013). Data reuse and the open data citation advantage. PeerJ, 2013(1) doi:10.7717/peerj.175 

3. Colavizza, G., Hrynaszkiewicz, I., Staden, I., Whitaker, K., & McGillivray, B. (2019). The citation advantage of linking publications to research data. [Preprint]. Available at arXiv https://arxiv.org/abs/1907.02565.



Open Access tools and resources
Finding OA Content



Open Access tools and resources
Unpaywall and CORE



Open Access tools and resources
Unpaywall and CORE



Recap: Benefits of OA



Summary



Questions

Danny Smith
d.smith34@herts.ac.uk

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0724-2374
https://doi.org/10.18745/pb.23116

mailto:rsc@herts.ac.uk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0724-2374
https://doi.org/10.18745/pb.23116
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